Risk markers for alcoholism in high-density families.
This review summarizes the efforts of our research program to identify markers for alcoholism risk, which broadly fall within the domain of temperament and those which may be described as attentional or information-processing capacities. Analyses of three-generation pedigrees that include minor children at higher risk of becoming alcoholic indicate that event-related potential characteristics differ between high- and low-risk children. Newer results concerning cardiac responsivity both in minor children and adult high-risk individuals are presented. These results suggest a relationship between personality or temperament on the one hand, and cardiac responsivity on the other. Additional neurobehavioral markers are addressed including static ataxia. Recent segregation analyses and linkage to particular DNA segments are also included.